
 

 

 

13 June 2022 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Press Release  
AYuTe Ethiopia Challenge 
Final Competition and Award Ceremony 

The 2022 AYuTe Ethiopia Champions 

Heifer Project International organized the final event of the 2022 AYuTe Ethiopia 
Challenge where the Top-5 Finalists compete on a pitch competition held at Elilly 
International Hotel on 13 June 2022, Addis Ababa.  

In this final-round pitch competition, Meskerem Yemaneh Kahsay, 27 years old BSc 
holder in Automotive Engineering from Bahirdar University, has become the 2022 AYuTe 
Ethiopia Challenge Champion and received the $10,000 cash prize. (Pictures are 
available below.) 

Yishak Amdeselassie Fentamaryea, 25 years old BSc holder in Information Technology, 
Wello University and BA holder in Management from Unity University, received the 
$6,500 cash prize as the 2nd Place Champion, while Samuel Getachew Mulugeta & 
Yosef Lakew Feyssa, 22 and 21 years old, received the $3,500 cash prize as the 3rd Place 
Champion. Samuel and Yosef are 3rd year students at Addis Ababa Science and 
Technology University in Electrical & Computer Engineering and Software Engineering, 

respectively. 

The final event was attended by: 

§ H.E. Ato Nigusu Tilahun, State Minister, Ministry of Labor and Skill,  
§ Mrs. Adesuwa Ifedi, Senior Vice President for Africa, Heifer Project International 
§ Ato Tewodros Yeshiwork, Country Director, Heifer Project International, Ethiopia 

§ Innovators, Stakeholders, partners and invited guests. 

In her opening remark, Mrs. Adesuwa Ifedi, Senior Vice President for Africa at Heifer 
Project International, reminded participants that the program started in 2021 because 
of realizing the challenges as well as the opportunities of the agricultural sector in 
Africa. Despite the apparent challenges, Mrs. Adesuwa noted, “We saw a large amount 
of arable land, a continent with a potential not only feed itself but feed the world, we 



also saw a growing youth population that could easily embrace technology and 
capable of transforming not only Africa but the whole world.” Mrs. Adesuwa 
congratulated those achieved to be among the finalists and stressed that the 
commitment of Heifer is not only the competition, nor the prize – “Heifer will not stop by 
awarding prizes, but we are going to invest in winners and supporting them to build 
sustainable businesses.” 

H.E. Ato Nigusu Tilahun, State Minister, Ministry of Labor and Skill, made the Keynote 
speech at the 2022 AYuTe Ethiopia Challenge final pitch competition. H.E. Ato Nigusu 
congratulated the finalists and indicated his Ministry gives due attention to the 
objective of the event and Heifer’s initiative. He added, “It facilitates, helps, and supports 
our endeavors in creating jobs for our youth.” The State Minister also asserted, “With the 
largest employment share, agriculture is by far the major employer in Ethiopia, and the 
sector is still with the highest potential in reducing poverty and unemployment in 
Ethiopia.”  

However, H.E. State Minister Ato Nigusu, emphasized, that recently rural unemployment 
is growing in an alarming speed and agriculture has been unable to create the 
required number of jobs due to various factors, including climate change and its 
impact, salinity in arid and semi-arid areas, acidity in high rainfall areas, pests and 
dependency on rain-fed farming. 

“Entrepreneurs can make a difference in the sector”, said Ato Nigusu, “this can be done 
by uncovering technologies that can improve agriculture withstand climate change 
impacts, by engaging in production and distribution of inputs like fertilizers, small 
machineries, improved seeds and chemicals, third by financing the production process 

in creating new products and promoting on-farm employment.” 

Ato Nigusu also stressed, “Entrepreneurs can play a significant role in revising the 
stigma on agriculture and repositioning agriculture as a desirable career.” 
Furthermore, he added that the AYuTe Ethiopia Challenge competition will help build a 
platform which celebrates and rewards innovative Ethiopians through supporting 
innovative business ideas. Ato Nigusu finally extended his thanks and appreciation to 
Heifer Project International for organizing the AYuTe Ethiopia Challenge, Fair & 
Sustainable Ethiopia for facilitating the competition process, the jury members for 
giving their time to evaluate and identify the winning innovators, as well as other 
stakeholders who contributed their part for the success of the competition. 

Ato Tewodros Yeshiwork, Country Director of Heifer Project International Ethiopia Office, 
presented objectives and activities of Heifer in the world and in Africa, explained future 
and current development initiatives in Ethiopia. He said, one of the three principle pillars 



of Heifer is permanence of impact, “We want to make sure that everything we do is 
going to last even after Heifer completed its tasks and moves away.” He further 
asserted that Heifer will going to work with all finalists one way or another as long as 
their innovation is in line with the objectives and even if they don’t win the current 

competition. 

About AYuTe Ethiopia Challenge 

Heifer awards cash grants to the most promising young agritech innovators across 
Africa through the annual AYuTe Africa Challenge. Through a regional competition, we 
award up to US $1.5 million each year. National competitions in Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, 

Rwanda, Senegal, and Uganda will award up to $20,000 in each country in 2022. 

The AYuTe Ethiopia Challenge, an Agri-Tech innovation competition for Ethiopian youth 
and an initiative of Heifer Project International, officially launched on 23 May 2022 with 
the objective of identifying and awarding young start-ups and innovators who can 
make transformative contributions using new technology to help smallholder farmers 

and improve the agriculture sector in Ethiopia. 

The competition was open to all young Ethiopians between the age of 18-29 and with 
an innovative idea that can improve production, productivity, income, access to 
finance and/or resilience of smallholder farmers in Ethiopia and to enhance the 

agriculture sector. 

A total of 535 applications were submitted during the eight days of application window 
through the application form design and prepared on the competition website. From 

the total applicants 56 are female and 479 are male. 

Moreover, while 108 applicants are university or colleges students, 228 applicants are 
first degree holders, and 59 applicants are Master’s degree holders. There are also 56 
applications received from applicants with educational level 12 Grade and below. 

Shortlisting Evaluation 

The shortlisting evaluation process began immediately after the application was 
closed on 28 May 2022. Five evaluators, selected and assigned based on their 
qualifications and experience, participated in the shortlisting evaluation process which 
was undertaken in different levels, starting from screening based on eligibility criteria 
and application requirements to shortlisting the top-10 competitors based on detailed 
criteria designed considering priorities of smallholder farmers and the agriculture 

sector. The shortlisting evaluation process resulted in identifying the Top-10 applicants. 

First Round Pitch Competition 



The first-round pitch competition took place on 11 June 2022 at Jupiter International 
Hotel in Addis Ababa, where the Top-10 applicants presented their innovation pitches 
in front of five jury members from different organizations and with long-years of 
experience and expertise, including in topics of agriculture, innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and business development. The five-minute innovation pitch was 
followed by Q&A session which competitors responded to several challenging 

questions from the jury members. 

The first-round pitch competition resulted in identifying the Top-5 AYuTe Ethiopia 
Challenge Finalists were selected during the first-round pitch was convened by a five-

member jury, two observers, and in the presence of invited audiences.   

Top-5 AYuTe Ethiopia Challenge Finalists 

Name Age Education Innovation Idea 

Geremachew 
Wagaye Yirgete 

27 BSc, Electromechanical 
Engineering, Hawassa University  

Energy free water pump 
for irrigation 

Meron Tesfaye 
G/Wahid 

24 BSc, Automotive Engineering, 
Bahirdar University  

Digitally enhanced one 
stop shop for 
agricultural 
mechanization 

Meskerem Yemaneh 
Kahsay 

27 BSc, Civil Engineering, Hawassa 
University 

Odorless poultry house 

Samuel Getachew 
Mulugeta & Yosef 
Lakew Feyssa 

22 | 21 3rd year, Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, Addis Ababa Science 
and Technology University |  
3rd year, Software Engineering, 
Addis Ababa Science and 
Technology University  

Digital platform for pre 
and post harvest 
scientific consultation 
(AgriStar) 

Yishak Amdeselassie 
Fentamarya  

25 BSc, Information Technology, Wello 
University and BA, Management, 
Unity University  

Application for graphical 
and interactive 
agricultural information 
(AgrInfoBot) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Heifer International 

Heifer International’s mission is to end hunger and poverty while caring for the Earth. 
For 75 years, we have provided livestock and sustainable agricultural training to 
struggling communities around the world. We currently work in 21 countries, including 
the United States, supporting local food producers to expand their businesses and earn 

a living income. For information, visit Heifer.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MEDIA CONTACT ABOUT HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 
Toyosi Lana 
Communications Coordinator   
toyosi.lana@heifer.org  
Phone+2347056827371 

MEDIA CONTACT ABOUT AYuTe Ethiopia Challenge 
Mahder Akalu 
Lead Organizer 
info@ayute-ethiopia.et 
Phone+251 91 524 2789 



 

Figure 1: The 2022 AYuTe Ethiopia Champions 

 

 

Figure 2: H.E. Ato Nigusu Tilahun 

  



 

Figure 3: Mrs. Adeswa Ifedi 

 

 

Figure 4: Ato Tewodros Yeshiwork 

 

 


